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arrested them, and asked how they knew that the emissaries
were coming on this day, and said that they were spies of
Ibn 'Othman's. After beating them they brought them to the
house of Amir 'Allan, the great Dawadar. At the house they
ordered the emissary to dismount and salute the Dawadar.
This he refused to do, using violent language against them.
He then drew his sword and threw himself on the Dawadar's
people ; seeing this the Dawadar ordered the Memlooks to
compel him to dismount, who made him get off and took his
sword from him. They then fell upon him and his Turkish
companions, beat them, stripped them, and put them in irons,
after subjecting them to outrageous insults.

When the Sultan heard of this he summoned Amir Moghul
Bai Dawadar Sikkra, whom al-Ghuri had sent to Ibn 'Othman,
and who had suffered abominable insults at the latter's hands.
He was now ordered to go down, and to subject Ibn'Othman's
emissary to the same treatment.

He took his comrades and went with them to Amir 'Allan's
house, with a view to subjecting them to insults or to killing
them (?). But Amir eAllan would not suffer this.

Then they brought 'Abd al-Barr Ibn Mahasin to the Sultan,
in whose presence he expatiated on the merits and the
greatness of Ibn 'Othman. He recounted how eight hundred
Egyptians were beheaded by him in one day, on his entry
into Aleppo, including the successor of the Seyyid Ahmed
al-Bedawi and other notables who had remained behind
there. He further reported that the troops of Ibn 'Othman
amounted to over sixty thousand men; that the Khutbah
was delivered in his name from Bagdad to Damascus, and that
his coinage was current from Bagdad to Damascus. Also that
on his entry into Syria he set about building a wall with
towers from Kabun to the extremity of Damascus, securing
the town by gates iij the walls; that he was animated by great
enthusiasm, and boasted that he would not turn back till he
had conquered Egypt and killed all the Circassian Memlooks
there. He told how Ibn 'Othman would remain in seclusion